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The changes interfered in Europe since 1989 hazeedl Romania in a new geopolitical
context, Romania being forced to redefine its ojaccepting from the start the idea of the
opening towards Europe. The political context whRmnmania’s intercessions regarding the
integration in community structures are framedfesgfboth great changes that interfered in
the Romanian society after 1989 (changes refertinguilding a democratic society and
installing a new market economy) and challengegbeaturopean Union’s level: the need for
structural internal reforms, emphasized by its wmable extension over the European
countries with the same democratic values. At tmestime, Romania’s opening towards
Europe was considered to be the solution of crgsdie major drawbacks that issued from
placing the country at the intersection of two ax@sinteraction axis of two great powers —
Russia and Germany — and a junction axis of thatgneeas of instability and insecurity — the
former Yugoslav space and the former Soviet spaberefore, since the 1990s, Romania’s
integration in the European Union has become aagginobjective of its external policy,
Romania’s first priority in international relatidmps’ dynamics. Considering these, the
current study wants to present the evolution of Roiais integration in the European Union,
a process that imposed several legislative, irgiital, economical and social changes,
having major implications in all fields, but thisgoess was perceived by many people as
being Romania’s only viable alternative at thatdinThe study also presents the way that
Romania, member of EU since January the 1st, 20@dertakes this status’ responsibilities,
contributes to the accomplishment of the Europegmda’s projects regarding both the intern
policy and the external one.
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1. ROMANIA’S INTEGRATION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION - ROMAN IAN
EXTERNAL POLICY’S PRIMARY OBJECTIVE AFTER THE COLD WAR

The changes interfered in Europe since 1989 haaeedl Romania in a new geopolitical

context, Romania being forced to redefine its apjaccepting from the start the idea of the
opening towards Europe. The political context whHemnania’s intercessions regarding the
integration in community structures are framed exgffboth great changes that interfered in
the Romanian society after 1989 (changes referinguilding a democratic society and

installing a new market economy) and challengabeatEuropean Union’s level: the need of
structural internal reforms, emphasized by its wi@dable extension over the European
countries with the same democratic values. At @mmestime, Romania’s opening towards
Europe was considered to be the solution of crgstfie major drawbacks that issued from
placing the country at the intersection of two ax@sinteraction axis of two great powers —
Russia and Germany — and a junction axis of thatgneeas of instability and insecurity — the
former Yugoslav space and the former Soviet spat®also added the fact that ideological
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barriers’ disappearance allowed the countries imti@k and Eastern Europe that means
Romania, too, to have access to a new politicaureiland to another vision of the future,
stimulating their will to become a part of the vest democratic institutions. In these
conditions, Romania’s option — as a country of &asiEurope whose institutions, culture,
traditions, political and economical life were, egt the communist period, an inherent part
of the western world — for the integration in ther@&pean Union was absolutely natural and it
was based on a quasi-general consensus both giothieal class’ level and the public
opinion’s level. Thus, since the 1990s, Romaniategration in the European Union becomes
its external policy’s primary objective, the firgriority in international relationships
dynamics.

But we have to say that the relationships betweemahia and the European Union did not
start in the 1990s, considering that Romania wasfitist and the only country in Eastern
Europe that, since the 1970s, has carried officelationships with the European

Community, and in 1980 it proceeded to recognize de fadfoettonomical group by signing

the Agreement regarding the creation of Romania’xedl Commission — European

Economical Community.

But all of these were only the preamble of the [peem Union accession, the main marks
showing clearly Romania’s evolution towards intéigra on October 22nd, 1990, we signed
Romania’s Agreement of Commerce, Commercial andn&tical Cooperation — the
European Community (enforced since May 1st, 198d)February 1st, 1993, we signed the
Agreement of association to the European Uniorofeefl 2 years later), on June 22nd, 1995,
Romania applied for s to the European Union and=ebruary 15th, 2000, the accession
negotiations to this organization staftetieing technically accomplished in frame of the
Accession Conference at a ministerial level on bémr 14th, 2004

The Accession Treaty of Romania and Buldagathe European Union was signed on April
25th, 2005, at Luxemburg, being ratified by all tates members of the European Union

' In 1974 Romania signs an Agreement with the Etanp@€ommunity that included it in the Preferences
Generalized System.

2 At the same time, the negotiations with Malta,v@lkia, Lithuania, Latvia and Bulgaria have started.

% The accession negotiations (that, unlike othemtiation types in the international relationshipsyeloped
mainly in the written procedure), had place in fitsene of 31 negotiation chapter that resulted fthendivision
(from methodological reasons) of the community &&qlihe negotiations’ development procedure estabd

in 1998 forced the national authorities to make #&mhsmit to the European Union’s Council a positio
document corresponding to each negotiation chafgtke European Union answered Romania’s position
documents by common positions. After the accompiistt of the accession negotiations, their resubgew
incorporated in the accession treaty’s projectp(tvww.eic.ro/Dosar%20UE%20R0O.pdf).

* Bulgaria’s integration in the European Union héatp at the same date with Romania.

® The chronology of Accession Treaty's ratificatidBlovakia (June 21st, 2005), Hungary (Septembeh,26t
2005), Slovenia (September 29th, 2005), RepublicCgprus (October 27th, 2005), Hellenic Republic
(November 2nd, 2005), Estonia (November 16th, 20@3ech Republic (December 6th, 2005), Spain
(December 14th, 2005), Italy (December 22nd, 200&)ta (January 24th, 2006), Latvia (January 28006),
Great Britain (February 16th, 2006), Portugal (Ma8&th, 2006), Lithuania (March 30th, 2006), Poldkthrch
30th, 2006), Sweden (May 9th, 2006), Austria (Mayh]l 2006), Netherlands (June 13th, 2006), Finkgthe
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and on January 1st, 2007, it became a state meoftibe European Union. Therefore, by

contracting the Agreement of Association to thedpean Union, Romania committed itself

irreversibly on European integration’s way, havirgm that moment a clear perspective and
a certitude regarding its European future, the@ason being the accession’s ante-room and
allowing the familiarization with institutions, ratations and negotiation way used in the
European Union. The association also meant for Rantae beginning of the legislative and

institutiogr:al harmonization and adjustment at thenemical and social-community space’s

demand

The association agreement led to the institutiormmfintense dialogue with the European
Union in order to accomplish the free circulatioh tbe goods, services and manpower
between the two parties. As a consequence of gsscation, Romania could do a step
forward, elaborating in 1995 — “The National Stepteto prepare the accession to the
European Union” — that was adopted on June 2185 Hxd that had the signatures of all
Romanian parliamentary political forces, occasiohew they affirmed that Romania’s
accession to the European Union represents a fuemtamstrategic objective for the
Romanian society. This option was based on theargewce of all political and social forces
and referred to the country’s solid anchoring indpean values system, Romanian society’s
development basing on democracy’s and market ecgsgmninciples in measure to provide
solid stability and citizens’ and nation’s prospefi

In spite of that, in spite of a consensus at atipali level regarding Romania’s European

future, the major difficulties that Romanian sogi&iced after the events of December 1989
determined by the transition to a new politicalpremmical and social system had several
consequences such as economical failures, delaysydihe negotiations with the European

Union, missing some objectives contained in thegram elaborated in 1995, aspects that
forced the political class to structure more cohdyethe process of preparing the economy
and the society for the accession at the commutiiticture. Therefore, we elaborated “The
National Strategy for Romania’s economical develepton a medium term”, adopted on

May 24th, 2001, its objective being: providing tleeonomical growth, increasing the

institutions’ credibility and the economical poési providing the macroeconomic stability,

the inflation’s drastic relief, continuing the eawnical reform, modernizing the country’s

productive device, accelerating the privatizationcgss, creating a favourable, stable and
predictable business environment, developing thekebacompetition and decreasing the
taxation, defining clearly the property rights, ahing the state and its institutions,

combating the corruption and the bureaucracy.

19th, 2006), Ireland (June 21, 2006), Luxemburgn¢J@9th, 2006), France (October 3rd, 2006), Belgium
(October 13th, 2006), Denmark (November 21st, 2@06) Germany (November 24th, 2006)(www.mae.ro).

® Copenhagen European Council (1993) establishéerierithat every country that candidates to theession
has to accomplish in order to become an EU mendbabie institutions that guarantee democracy, stilaw,
human'’s rights, minorities’ respect and protectiviable market economy, able to face competitiveds and
Intern Market's pressures; the ability to undertedember obligations, namely to adopt the EU instihal and
legislative frame, also named community aquis. dithEuropean Council (1995) introduced an addélon
criterion: the one of a national administration'siseence, able to manage EU’s member quality.
(http://ec.europa.eu/romania/documents/eu_romamnia/t 25.pdf)

" 1. lliescu, Integration and globalization. The Ramian vision, National Press Publishing house, Brest,
2003, p.51.
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The new government, resulted from the electionthefautumn of 2000, sought to accelerate
and to intensify the preparing for the accessiontht® European Union by an institutional
modification that was referring to the nucleus loé tactivity coordination system for the
European integration, by establishing the Minisbfy European Integration and National
Delegacy for negotiating Romania’s accession to Ebeopean Union and also accession
structures at all ministry’s level. The effectstliése measures appeared soon and the status of
state candidate at the accession gained afterutap&an Council from Luxemburg marked a
new stage of the relationships with the EuropeaimtJmand involved undertaking greater
responsibilities while accomplishing the Copenhageteria, when accepting the community
norms and practices. Gaining the status of statalvee on January 1st, 2007 represented the
concretization of the efforts of our society in méhan 15 years and allowed Romania to join
a union of European states that share the samesyahaving in common the respect for
human dignity, democracy, rule of law, and respgcthe human’s rights and fundamental
liberties.

2. ROMANIA'S ACCESSION TO THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE N ATIONAL
INTEREST QUESTION

The accession to the European Union, a processmajbr implications on a long-term for
the entire Romanian people, also has some questdasing to the compatibility between
this political option of Romania and the natiomekrest.

Without trying an exact delimitation of the natibnaterest concept limits, we have to
mention that different criteria are implied in dsfinition, such as: the economical criterion,
the ideological criterion, increasing the statetsvpr, the military security’s advantage, the
cultural affinity or questions related to the raceethnical questionis

But, no matter the elements used to define theomaltiinterest, this concept is a useful
instrument for understanding the actors’ behavaiuhe international level.

8 The national interest concept is extremely wide, amthe same time, very limited and ambiguouso8s the
history, the leaders or the leading groups invotkednational interest in order to justify their oaations and
policies. From Hannibal who invoked Cartagena’ternest of eliminating Rome from the Mediterranean
business in order to war it in the Peninsula, uN@poleon who appreciated that France’s interesinge
Russia’s elimination from Europe, the history il f such examples where we invoke the nationtdrigst in
order to justify different political actions. (Mohescu, State International System’s modern ewsiuti class
notes, International Relationships and Europeaeghation Department, National School of Politicaida
Administrative Studies, Bucharest, 20011, Theme 4:5).

° Any policy meant to increase the state’s econohpiotential is seen as corresponding to the nakimerest.

Also, the ideological criterion is often used by tftates in order to justify their policies. Sucbage was until
recently the Marxist-Leninist ideology as a “basd#”defining the national interests in the stateemghthese
systems were leading. In the respect of the stqieger, we appreciate that any policy that deteesithe
enlargement of the power vectors: economical, wigiohl, military, cultural vectors etc, is in thational

interest. The military security corresponds to thgrent world’s reality and the supporters of tHifining

criterion of the national interests appreciate ti@hing the military advantage comparing to theeotactors is
the best way to protect itself. The cultural affinis found in the things based on the Bosnian laxirdnd the
ethnical one in the relationships between RomamigMoldavian Republic (Idem).
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Across the time, national interest also variedRomania, a country placed at the junction of
the great powers’ interests and its change depgratirthe regional and international realities
provided its survival as an independent sfate

In frame of the international situation after tiédcwar?, when in the entire world there were

situations reversals and hard to anticipate tranmsitions, Romania had to redefine its options
and it chose the European integration, considetiag corresponding to the national interest,
as representing an objective need for the Romasiate, as he only way towards the
evolution.

Romania’s option, from that date, by reporting ooly to the international realities, but also
to the intern ones, was considered as being theweble alternative to a situation that would
only have meant: economical isolation because thgean Union owns about 60% of
Romanian external commerce, stint of the accessilphiges to the Romanian products on
the community market, increasing the Romanian mtxwulnerability in front of the
measures of commercial defence practiced by thedean Union against the third countries,
increasing the economical disparity between Romandathe countries in the area — members
of the European Union or that will access this arg@ion, due mainly to the impossibility of
benefitting from the development community fundslating and carrying away from the
European decision processes, from the mechanisnmiseo€ommon Security and External
Policy*?, this fact involving increasing difficulties anatgenditures as a consequence of the
late integration in the Common Agricultural Polisyhechanisrs etc.

In these conditions, Romania’s integration in thedpean Union was seen as a benefitting
process whose main benefits would be: a stabldigadliand economical climate able to
stimulate a long development, an increasing stgbdf the economical environment, the
competitiveness’ growth on the intern market, thiditlead to the motivation and stimulation
of the inland economical agents, namely increasimey productivity and the efficiency by
developing new products and services, developimgctbmmerce, increased access to the
capital market and European investments, the adoessw equipments and informational
systems, to managerial know-how and to the org#ioizal techniques from the developed

19, M. Trocan, International Public Right Studigacademica Brancsi” Press, Tg-Jiu, 2008, p. 137.

™ The cold war was triggered by USA by the anticomisiupolicy and especially by the anti-Soviet one,
promoted by the president H. Truman and continyedllithe other American administrations until ffresident
R. Reagan, inclusively. During the cold war, weistaged a real arming race, Europe’s division ameht
world’s division in two parties, the internatiormdiion of some local conflicts, the world seemedbt®
suspended between an abortive peace and an uredkular, although avoiding a third world war acragfme
that could be featured by the following expressiomeither war, nor peace; peace and war at threegame...”
(M. McCauley, Russia, America and the Cold WalijrBm Press, Bucharest, 1999, p. 22).

12 By the Maastricht Treaty, Title V, we establisttad fundamental rules for the institution and cté¢ion of
the European Union’s common external policy, addivegcommon security policy. This policy’s objeetivare
defined as being pointed towards keeping the Usieommon values, independence and integrity, aoaptd
the principles of the United Nations Organizatiof€barter, strengthening the Union’s security unalérthe
patterns, maintaining the international peace awlirity, promoting the international cooperationyeloping
and consolidating democracy and the rule of lawl, @Bo respecting the fundamental human rightdibadies.
(O. Manolache, Community Institutional Right TreaB/H. Beck Press, Bucharest, 2006, p. 605).

13National Sovereignty and European integration,rBoliPress, ki, 2002, p. 224.
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countries, the presence of Romanian economicalta@ena great and very important unique
market, strengthening the national security by ititegration in the mechanisms of the
Common Security and External Policy, including @auntry in projects referring to the
extension and development of the trans-Europeamastnficture networks (transports,
communications, energy); the opportunity to papateé to the decision processes regarding
the future configuration of Europe, increasing pinestige and consolidating Romania’s status
in frame of the relationships with other state etaoth at the political and economical level,
gaining the rights from the provision of “Europeeitizenship” for the Romanian citizens,
professional improvement perspectives and accedhetoEuropean work market for the
Romanian citizens etc.

Therefore, considering both the international amel intern context, we can appreciate that
Romania’s integration in the European Union cormesis to the national interest, even if, as
the social and economical costs of the integraimotess and of the membership become
more and more visible, it would be normal thatshpport and the structure of the integration
motivations suffer important changes.

3. EUROPEAN UNION'’S INFLUENCES ON THE JURIDICAL

Romania’s integration in the European Union, asstes members’ integration, needed in
the first place the juridical integration, considegrthat every type of economical and political
integration needs minimal rules that systematieediévelopment of the process.

The changes in this field had to start from thet fd@at the jurists and the politicians

understand that the juridical sovereignty’s natue the continent suffered some

modifications and that the absolutist notion, sash“west phallic sovereignty”, is very

surpassetd, the European integration’s features being the tfzat it groups states that gave
up designedly to the singular development principléavour of a community development,

transferring a part of their national sovereigntyaasupranational level in order to manage
better their common interests. Therefore, when eeejat the fact that integration supposes
more than a simple cooperation between the statesbers’ juridical orders, the national

juridical system has to suffer important changes dilow the penetration of the European
influences needed in order to adapt the Romaniaretyoat the demands imposed by the
European membersHib

For that, we imposed the need of the Romanian l&mia’s harmonization with the
community acqui®, that, beside the fact that it was a juridicaligdtion resulted from the

1 “while the respect for the sovereignty and theéessefundamental integrity remains in the centrés bbvious
that the multi-secular doctrine of the absolute excusive sovereignty does not correspond any pioffact, it
was never absolute, as it was conceived as a thAanajor intellectual demand of the present ishiok again
the sovereignty’s problems, not to enfeeble itseess that is crucial for the international securdyd
cooperation and to recognize that it can have rettems and accomplish more functions”. (B. Boutebsli —
Empowering the United Nations”, in Foreign Affaildjnter 1992/1993, p.98-99).

151, Anghel, International Treaty and Intern Rightymina Lex Press, Bucharest, 1999, p. 58.

% The community acquis represents all the juridicatms that regulate the institutions’ activity atie
community policies and consists in: the conteng ginciples and the political objectives containedthe
Communities’ Originate Treaties and in the nextsiEuropean Unique Document, Maastricht Treaty and
Amsterdam Treaty); the legislation adopted by Estfifations in order to put in practice the tredtiesesights
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European Association Agreement Romania —the Europsdon, represented at the same
time one of the conditions that determined the preg in the accession negotiation process,
the commitments undertaken by Romania in the mosifiocuments referring mostly to the
modification or adoption of new normative documefus the negotiated field. Therefore,
Romania had to change a series of normative dodsmstarting with the Constitutidf in
order to insert in the intern rights the basic @pies from community right's theory: the
priority and the obligatory feature of European &mis foresights of the constitutive treaties
and of the other community regulations, the Eurapearms direct effect, the equality
between European Union’s citizéfetc.

The admission of the four fundamental libertiegified by the European treaties had to be
established in the normative documents in ordedlow the free circulation of the goods, the
persons, the capitals and the services.

Between the amendments series suffered both bZdmstitution and the other laws of the
country, we mention: - guaranteeing every Romaniiren’s the right of electing and being
elected in the European Parliament; guaranteemgight of choosing and being chose in the
authorities of the local public administration irofRania for every citizen of the Union;
guaranteeing every European citizen’s right of pasing buildings anywhere in Romania;
guaranteeing the private property; delimitating Bedice and creating the Community Police
Group, the possibility of recognizing the circutetiand of replacing the national currency
with the European Union’s ofteetc.

In the context of the accession to the EuropearotJmirocess, Romania has transposed
thousands of normative documefitsvhose content was not negotigbleand this aspect

(regulations, directives, decisions, recommendajiotie declarations and the resolutions adoptétlirirame.
(http://www.intercultural.ro/europa/curs.html).

' All the states that accessed to the European Umited to the previous modification of the Consitiitin
order to provide the absolute legality of the asimes procedure. Although, there is no obligatiogareling the
Constitution’s revision, neither in the associatigreement, nor in other documents. But such @iviis
needed because EU affirms that Romania’s interrsliE@gn harmonization with the European norms is a
condition for the integration. Romania, by the Ram& Constitution Revision Law no. 429/2003, actedhe
modification of the constitutional foresights, imdiucing more articles in this purport, even a néle + Title VI

— named the Euro-Atlantic Integration(the aspeeferring to the integration in the European Uniaing
contained in article 148).

8Exposing the reasons of the Romanian Constitutievidion Law no. 429/2003. *** National Sovereigramd
European Integration, p. 73.

9 Art. 137, paragraph 2 in Romanian Constitutio2003

2 At the same time of the effective process of lagji,e harmonization, there were also developed the
translation approaches in Romanian of the commuatdtyuis. The translation activity was developedeurttie
coordination of Ministry of European IntegrationgiRania. In 2001, Romania finished the translatibmore
than 5500 pages of EU Official Journal and in 2@02accomplished the translation of about 10000 page
(Supplement 8 of the Daily « The day”, May 9th, 20page 13).

% The European Extension Commissar, underlinedttieasyntagm negotiations with EU is inaccurategesithe
content of the documents is not negotiable, thg aelgotiable element being the term for transposigain
documents with a sensitive feature reported to#ftimnal context (The Truth, November 23th, 2(4221,0).
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corroborated with the negotiations’ unilateral teat supplied important arguments to the
European Union’s critics who showed that there wemglemented several times legislative
and institutional measures that did not considexr particularities and the specific of

Romania’s problems and that did not prove theiicgrdted efficiency. But, when obtaining

the EU membership, Romania has become an actasigligiequal to all the other states

members, inclusively regarding the position in Ehgopean legislative process, having the
opportunity to support the reflection in the norivatdocuments elaborated at the Union’s
level, in a corresponding way, and the Romanialitiesaand interests.

4. ECONOMICAL IMPLICATIONS OF ROMANIA’S INTEGRATION IN THE
EUROPEAN UNION PROCESS

After contracting the European Agreement, the Eeaop Union has become the main
commercial and investment partner, but also thet inggortant sales market for Romania’s
export. At present, about 70% of Romanian expamtsdestined to the European Union and
over 65% of the imports are coming from the Europdaiorf’. Romania’s accession to the
European Union has determined the involving of Bemanian economy in the most
important economical integrated system in the wdHd accession process producing a series
of positive political and social pressures in orttercreate a functional market economy, a
guestion that Romania accomplished, but for whasesaidation we still need efforts. The
economical integration process stimulated strutttn@ansformations that considered the
elimination of the discrepancies between Romandthe European Union, transformations
that have rallied the entire national economy thad to pass through transformation and
adaptation successive processes in the respecheofrules and the European general
economical frame. At the same time, the economiedbrms directed towards the
liberalization, the privatization, the industrialits’ reform, the infrastructure’s reform and the
financial institutions’ reform imposed sometimesmatic mutations, considering that the
integration process developed at the same timenprediately after the transition process of
the market economiy, With a view to removing the existent discrepasci®omania
benefitted of a financial assistaft&om the European Union by PHARE, ISPA, SAPARD
funds for small and medium industry units, for gl development, for education and
research’s development etc., but, several timesatlotted funds were used in a too small
measure, due to the inadequate governmental mmlitie unknowing of the accession way to

2 http://ue.mae.ro

% The social consequences of the transition invothedconsumption’s decrease and the poverty’s aserdor
an important part of the people due to the disngsshe lasting unemployment, the insufficientlyweleoped
system of social insurances etc. (A. Neculau, WeEurope, Polirom Presssla2002, p.77)

24 The financial assistance provided to Romania gy Earopean Union between 1992-1999 was about 1,2
billion Euro. In order to touch the objectives hretpre-accession strategy and in order to greatekds of the
countries that candidate, the Berlin European Cibdecided to double the financial assistance isiguin 2000

and to create other specific instruments: struttpra-accession instruments. Between 2000-2003, aR@m
received about 660 million Euro per year, by the¢hpre-accession instruments: PHARE, ISPA and SAPA
After the European Commission suggestion to ineeagnificantly the help for the countries that diglate,
starting with 2004, in order to support them inssiag the last stages needed for accomplishing¢hession
criteria, Romania received additional funds, the fitldncial assistance between 2004-2006 touchigitab,8
billion Euro. (http://ue.mae.ro).
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these funds, the absence of the centres speciatizgtering consultancy services regarding a
financing demand’s conceivifiy

Also, the gradual liberalization of the exports amdports between the two markets

discovered very quickly Romania’s inability to coet@ with the Union in all the sectors.

Romanian economical policy’s incoherence in the 0589®mphasized even more the
discrepancies: Romania did not identified any itiguas a possible comparative advantage
on the Unique Market and did not invest stratefycal any sector that it should have

developed in order to integrate in the Europearohini

The economical measures in the last years made iRanmaregister certain results regarding
the macroeconomic stability and the inflation’s @se. The fiscal and monetary cautious
policies have supported the progress in the maormeuic stabilization and have established
the basis for a reasonable economical increaseo, Al®@ applied certain improvement
measures of the Romanian business environmenth@dle aspects encouraged Romania to
gain the EU membership on January 1st, 2007.

Without contesting the benefits involved by Romanaccession to the European Union, we
have to say that the participation to the Uniquekdainvolves a series of responsibilities

that impose the continuation of the markets’ litizesion and that stimulate a series of

additional efforts in the regulations’ quality ieese, strengthening the policies in the
concurrence and state help fields. Other respditgbiregard the macroeconomic stability’s

preservation (prices stability and financial st&ji] the public finances’ preservation, the

continuation of the reform of the social and healtburances, increasing the public services
and administration efficiency’s quality.

All these things will involve very high costs and,world economical crisis context, they can
represent a particular strong pressure factor eretitire Romanian society considering that,
two years after the accession, with all the efftreg have been accomplished, we still register
major difference from the economical point of vidstween Romania and the states that
accessed to the European Union before 2007. FKuortre, the accession to the European
Union made Romania a net contributor to the Unidmidget, our share being 1,1 billion Euro
in 2007 and the money received effectively from BLWR2007 was about 400 million Euro,
money that was needed especially for the prepafisgme projects and only the consultancy
companies benefitted of it, not the ordinary ciiz€o these, we add the fact that the effective
implementation of certain fundamental libertiestlod European Union, such as the freedom
of circulation of the work power or the freedom @fculation of the products, involves
certain conditionings and protecting measures tiggiRomania.

At the same time, in spite of the forecasts, a mepbthe United Nations’ Conference for
Commerce and Development (UNCCD) showed that, #ifteraccession, the direct foreign
investments from Romania decreased in 2007 by 2i%,billion dollars, from 11,4 billion
dollars in 2006°°. But we hope that, by introducing the Euro curgeffcom the accession,
Romania being considered a state with derogatmm the adoption of the unique currency —

%A, Neculau, op. cit., p 76.

%The Truth Journal since January 11th, 2008.
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Euro — according to the article 122 of the InsiimtTreaty of the European Economical
Community, the derogation applying to all the neates members, until the convergence
criteria’s accomplishmeff) , we will stimulate the direct foreign investmsnive will reduce
the currency risk and there will be a growth of #dernal commerce etc. The fact that
Romania will be a state member of the European iumith a Gross Internal Product per
inhabitant more under the European average, bdir@tt concurrence with the other state
members, in sense of the economical and institatiperformances, emphasize the need of
efficient use of the personal resources and thenwamity funds, of a more active stimulation
of the foreign and native investments. All thesadh prove that Romania needs to maintain a
period of time as long as possible of the quickderate and lasting economical growth, of
strong and efficient institutions and of a predit¢a fiscal systerf, aspects hard to
accomplish in the contemporary international ecaoahrealities context.

5.ROMANIA'S POSITION - AS A MEMBER STATE - IN ACHIEVI NG
EUROPEAN UNION POLICIES

The successful completion of Romania’s accessiorth®o European Union meant the
beginning of our country’s integration processha European Union, as 1st of January 2007
was the beginning of a new age for Romania, an faao age with all the benefits deriving
from European Union membership, as well as all dbigations and responsibilities for
developing the projects included in the Europeandg both in the field of internal politics
and external politics of the Unidh As a member state of the European Union, Rontakis
part in all the communitarian institutions meetings political level and technical level as
well, considering that as series of decisions hagen adopted by the European Union
Council for performing all the institutional altéi@ns necessary after Romania’s and
Bulgaria’s accession to the European Union, mafolgused on the assignment of new

#The nominal convergence criteria, known as the Miahs criteria, are: the average inflation raterirthe last
12 months (calculated by the consumption pricesxhanust not cross by more than 1,5 percentagatie
inflation rate of the first three states with th@snhreduced levels of the inflation rate; more thiaat, the
inflation rates in the state that candidates hgwrdwe that they are lasting; The state’s constdididbudgetary
deficit must not cross the level established inTheaty of 3% of GIP; if this values is crossed thudgetary
deficit must be significantly and continuously redd towards a value close to the reference oneearefference
value’s crossing has to be temporary and has t@sept an exception. The gross public debts shootide
more than 60% of the GDP or, in case of highereslit has to significantly be reduced in ordebé¢oclose to
the reference value in a satisfactory rhythm; therage output of long term public securities coradubr the
last 12 months does not have to be more than Zptge points higher than the output of the pudgurities
of the first three states with the lowest leveldrdfation. Another prerequisite for adopting Euefers to the
national currency participation for at least to rgeimn the Exchange Rate Mechanism (ERM) II. Romanil
pass to the unique currency in 2014, intending dcess the Exchange Rate Mechanism (ERM) II, before
entering the Euro area, in 2012. (http://www.elvaat). At present, 16 member states of the Eurnpéaion
have adopted Euro: Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, FidlaRrance, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxengbu
Malta, Holland, Portugal, Spain, Slovenia and Skiaa

2 http://x.gov.ro/presalintegrare/12/strategie_paderare.pdf

29 http://x.gov.ro/presalintegrare/afis-buletin.phi=12
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Romanian and Bulgarian members in the Europearitutishs®, as well as altering the
figures necessary for the majority vite

In accordance with the post-accession strategyepr@007-2013, as a member state of the
European Union, Romania contributes within Europieanms to drawing-up and developing
the policies of the European Union, by promotingjareal positions at communitarian level
and by supporting the agreement based on the muriteakest of member states. It also
collaborates to communitarian institutions and memstates for debating major themes
within the Unioni®.

Therefore, as far as the European budgetary pdicpncerned, in its contribution to public
meetings developed between September 2007 and 200& on Budgetary Reform for a
changing Europe, Romania expressed its opinionrdicgp to which the communitarian
budget has to be equitable for all member statgga@ting the need to provide a modern and
flexible budgetary structure that would allow thaidh to achieve its political commitments
taken at the Level of the Union and answer futaternal and external challenges (including
the ones generated by the development differemcas extended Uniof) With a significant
agricultural potential, Romania has expressedttyest for providing a satisfactory financing
for The Common Agricultural Politics appreciatinfgetCommon Agricultural Politics has to
be based on a consistent budget in the future, idemsg also the current context
characterized by global financial and economiddliffies and on mechanisms adapted to the
specific needs of the new member states, in omerdvide food safety, to comply with the
requirements of the European market and decreasenibact of a possible liberalization of
world agricultural trade on communitarian agriceefi

Also, European Union migration related policies af special interest to Romania
considering that together with Bulgaria, it pro\sdthe Eastern border of the Union, its
actions going towards a balanced and global approegarding the migration-development
matter. Within the background of developing cooperainstruments with the East and
South-Eat states by the European Union, within dlubal approach of migration of the
regions from the East and South-East of Europe, d&@has become involved in approving
and promoting these, taking part in the MobilityrtRarship implementation with the

%01 European inspector assigned with the multi-lisguportfolio, 35 European parliamentarians, 1 judgthe
Court of Justice of European Communities, 1 judgtha First Court, 1 member at the Court of Acceuit
members in the Economic and Social Commission, &fckv 5 representatives of the syndicates, 5
representatives of patron confederations and 5eseptatives of the civil society, 15 members in the
Commission of Regions. (www.mae.ro).

31 At present, for adopting a decision of EU Coutizibugh certified majority, 255 votes are neces$am the
total of 345. Votes have to come from the majooitynember states and represent at least 62% ofdpulation
(meaning at least 305,5 million of the 492,8 milliof EU inhabitants). According to the Treaty inc8li
Romania has 14 votes within EU Council. Thereféman the votes weight point of view, Romania is fth
after Germany, Great Britain, France, Italy, Spaim Poland. (V.Stan, Prague 2002: memories onutugef,
Sfera Politicii Magazine, nr. 95-96/2001, p.5).

32 \www.mae.ro
3 http://x.gov.ro/presalintegrare/12/strategie_paderare.pdf

34 www.mae.ro
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Republic of Moldavia. The project beagn with the@xtion on the 5th of June 2008 of a Joint
Statement by the representatives of the Europeanndlloand Commission, of the
participating states and of the Republic of Moldaand was embraced by the European
Council in June 2008. As an answer to the mandateted by the European Council in June
2007 for enforcing priority measures for the Eastand South-Eastern European countries,
Romania has supported and promoted as a leadettistaproject for launching a Cooperation
Platform in the field of migration and developmentthe Black Sea region, as a pilot
instrument for EU external politics in the field migration for the Eastern and South-Eastern
European regions. The instrument launch was apdrbyehe Council of Justice and Internal
Affairs and by the Council of General Affairs angtdrnational Relations from June and
December 2008. Romania support the Global Apprazcthe European Union regarding
Migration, considering that through the cooperatnath neighbor states of the Union and by
supporting their economic development, migratioespure at Europe’s borders may be
significantly reduced. As a member state managmegsecond terrestrial external border in
size of the European Union, Romania considers Eabpean Union policy regarding
migration has to be balanced from the geograplpicedt of view, being necessary to allocate
resources and develop the intervention abilitydibrer regions with a high level of migration
— East of Europe, Caucasus, Central Asia®>efss far as the matter of the Constitutional
Treaty is concerned, Romania is its steady suppdraving already ratified it through the
Accession Treaty, considering it necessary to ooetithe reflection and ratification process
of the constitutional Treaty by member stdteRomania’s status towards the extension of the
European Union at this time is reserved, considetitat we notice a tendency of delaying
UE27 extension. According to the post-accessioat&jy 2007-2013, Romania does not want
to block UE candidate states accession, but supgbsdir strict compliance with all the
conditions, which is necessary for an instituticz@hsolidation of the Unich

Regarding The Common External and Safety PolicyS@ERomania’s efforts have been
considering the convergence of its own externaicgdb the Common External and Safety
Policy (PESC) of the European Union. The positiexgressed by Romania’s representatives
have reflected our country’s desire to play a mlaccordance with its potential, as well as to
support European Union as a global and responsibler of the international systén
Romania has proven to be an active participanhéopblitical dialogue within EU and has
played a constructive role within PESC. Also, Roradms been a constant presence within
the operations performed by the European Unior) boimilitary and civil level, taking part
in the meetings of all work structures of the Cduhaving the theme of PESC/PEZAand

% www.mae.ro
%http://x.gov.ro/presalintegrare/12/strategie_paktrare.pdf
37 http://x.gov.ro/presalintegrare/12/strategie_paderare.pdf
38 http://www.mapn.ro/diepa/politicadeaparare/pesa.ht

% The Safety and Defense European Policy (PESA) wan#low the Union to develop its military and itiv
abilities to manage crises and prevent conflictsntgrnational level. Formally, PESA missions akefitkd
through the three tasks from Petersburg adopte®@2? by the Western Europe Union and introducethén
Treaty of the European Union. They are: humanitari@ssions and nationals, peace maintenance mgsion
fighting missions for managing crises and/or peaastablishment operations. In 2002, a declaratfothe
European Council expressly stated that the figtatireg terrorism is included in PESA tasks. Sincenth
European Defense Policy has not been just an attprojection, and has acquired an internal dinmmnsi
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actively involving in the structure and operatiawwgess of the European Safety and Defense
Policy (PESA), since its launch (in June 1999, &lni°. Romania has been and siill is
present in various missions developed by PESAgwoeral continents (Europe, Asia, Africa):
EUPM (civil mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina), EDIR Althea (military mission in
Bosnia and Herzegovina), EUPOL RD Congo (civil neissin RD Congo), EUJUST LEX
(integrated mission in the field of law state foad), EULEX Kosovo (mission in the field of
law supremacy in Kosovo), EUBAM Rafah (civil missiat the border of Gaza and
Egypt), EUPOL Afghanistan (civil mission in Afghatan), EUFOR Ciad/RCA (‘bridging
operation’), EUMM Georgia. Member of significant des important for PESA, like the
Satellite Centre of the European Union from Torrd®pain), European Union Security
Studies Institute from Paris (France), or the Eaewp Defense Agency headquartered in
Brussels, with a key role in developing defenséisskor crises management within PESA
Romania is interested in taking part in Europeaspeaation initiatives | the field of weapons
and research and technological projects in thd fiéldefense developed by these bodies. At
the same time, as a member state of the Europe&@m URomania contributes to drawing-up
Positions, Statements and activities of the Uniod anforces them in compliance with
international penalties and restrictive measuresbéshed by the European Union.

6. CONCLUSIONS

Romania’s accession to the European Union is ngeloa desire, but a certitude. The road
covered so far for belonging to a space of politgtability, internal and external security,

economic development, social protection and sati&as not been easy and has involved
political, juridical, economical and social transfations, but the belief in the benefits that
the integration in this structure may offer was Mhas motivated the Romanian and society
and supported the necessary activities. Unfortiynatehat has not been presented to the
public and has created a slight unrealistic image what the benefits resulting from the
membership are only potential. This is why, Romar@ads to define its own interests within
the European Union, to actively and efficiently pogp them in agreement with all the other
member states and then implement, monitor andale@tthe results. Accession to European
Union means making the necessary efforts for retayeconomic unbalances compared to
the old member states of the European Union andehBomania shall have to clearly and
rapidly identify the fields that can individualizse Romanian economy and create an
advantage in the European economic competition|dgimo agriculture — natural food

products; IT industry; Wine industry; Tourism — agourism, cultural tourism, Danube

Delta; Textile and clothing industry; Traditionadaftsmanship products; furniture industry;
Naturist pharmaceutical industry) and take simntatneasurdé. Also, in order to provide

the premises for a solid and influential positioithim member states and build a reputation

protecting citizens living in Europe. (P. by M. St. Dinu, Safety and Defense European Policy — Matfio
security interests development framework, Natiateiense University Press ,Carol I, Bucharest, 2q071.7).

“Ohttp://www.mapn.ro/diepa/eveniment/20060713/BrosRESA. pdf
“1 PESA provides the long-term framework for a coherearopean policy in the field of defense abilities
research and weapons, with a convergent approach afiational policies.

(http://www.mapn.ro/diepa/eveniment/20060713/BrasESA. pdf)

“2http://x.gov.ro/presalintegrare/12/strategie_padtrare.pdf
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with capitalization potential, Romania has to cotige exercise the Union practices and
comply with the communitarian acqtiisthe success of European integration depending on
the way in which Romania will know to comply withet commitments taken towards the
European Union, to the work and honesty that thditigad class and Romanian
administration, respectively shall prdfe Despite the fact that for the near future the
influence of the system will probably overcome Ram& ability to establish certain
economical, political and social standards or pasteit is much better to represent a centre
that decided than remain formally sovereign with@ueal influence. What shall be it's up to
the next generations to decide, but let's hopeEuabpean Union integration shall be benefic
and shall bring profits to Romania.
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